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Hochet

Commune de découverte : Rennes 
Lieu-dit : «ZAC Saint-Malo» 
Où le trouver ?
Rennes (35) - Musée de Bretagne 
35039 Rennes

Domaine : Toy
Période chronologique Gallo-Roman [- 50 / 476] ➔ Early Imperial [27 / 235]
Dimensions H. 6.8 cm l 6 cm Circonférence : 1.8 cm

Description : Rattle with a bell with a handle (broken?), a head with four protrusions on the sides and
another at the top. The hole through which the bell was passed remains clearly visible.
Gallo-Roman rattle discovered in Rennes, terracotta Among the toys given to babies in the Roman
civilization, we must count the rattles. They adopt various forms, including animal. They are made of
metal or ceramic, like this unique example preserved in the Museum of Brittany. Ancient texts attest
to the use of these objects called in Latin "crepitaculum", from the verb "crepare", which means "to
make noise". There is nothing to identify a rattle in this object with five protuberances, but it is enough
to shake it to hear the sound of the bell so characteristic, which makes it one of the oldest toys for
toddlers whose use continues for over two millennia.
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